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ADV Bike Modding
Got an ADV or dual-sport you’re looking to modify or upgrade? There are plenty 
of options, and many come from fellow adventurers who came up with great 
product ideas from their own experiences on the road. 

Out of the box, few ADV or dual-sports come equipped for serious 
overlanding, an unfortunate fact that’s created a growing industry. Just about 
every imaginable add-on is available, from navigation and comm electronics 
to improved gas tanks, suspension, luggage, saddles, footpegs and armor of all 
kinds. Typically, there are a plethora of engine and drive train modifications, too.

But not every available modification is necessary—it’s up to you to evaluate 
what best suits your personality and trip-specific requirements. Depending on 
the destinations, climate and terrain you expect to encounter, there’ll be options 
to get you there, and through whatever lies ahead.

The last thing you want to do is order a bunch of parts, bolt them on and 
head off on a grand adventure. When considering what you’ll need, many have 
adopted the “try and discard” method, especially in that most of the gear available 
can be found only on the web where you don’t know what you’re getting until it 
arrives. Use field testing to prove worthiness, and consider how the mods affect 
your bike’s weight, weight distribution, aerodynamics and ergonomics. And for 
engine/drivetrain modifications, generally you’ll be shooting for reliability over 
performance—things you’ll only know after real-world testing.

The rub is that if you’re taking your bike to a Third World country, you’ll only 
truly know what mods are appropriate AFTER you’ve been there. The workaround 
is to glean ideas from those who’ve done similar trips and to see what they 
recommend—research. However you come up with your modifications list, the 
thing to do is to test, test, and test some more before heading out there.

Proper and careful preparation of your machine can pay big dividends. But 
don’t get so lost in the modifications that they interfere with your plans. Even 
with the project bikes presented in this magazine, we tend to overdo it only for 
the purposes of presenting what’s available, and not necessarily what you should 
do to your own bike. Overlanding through Africa will certainly require a different 
set-up than a ride across the U.S. Dress your bike appropriately and prepare for 
the time of your life!

Ride Safe, Have Fun,

Paul H. Smith, Senior Editor
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