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On the Wrong  
Kawasaki Dirt Bike

RIDING THROUGH 
THE HEART OF JAVA
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CLOSE TO THE SKY
In the Patagonian 
Wilderness
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the TRAVELING LIGHT

Ending the Illegal
Wildlife Trade

ADVENTURING 
FOR A CAUSE

Riding Royal Enfields 
in the Himalayas

Two Chefs on the Road

SWEATING BULLETS
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Our iconic Kilimanjaro jacket has been newly updated 
with D30® top-of-the-line armor, extensive venting and a 
waterproof/breathable 2.5 layer shell featuring 37.5 micro 
particle technology. On hot rides, this new 37.5 technology 
increases evaporation rates to keep you cooler than any 
other technology of its kind. On cold rides, 37.5 technology 
reflects your body’s warmth back to help keep you toasty. 
FirstGear® offers this amazing new jacket in 3 colors, 
7 men’s and 7 women’s sizes and 3 men’s tall sizes.
Let FirstGear technology keep you comfortable 
so you can enjoy your ride.
• Five year warranty
• $399.95

firstgear-usa.com/mens-gear/jackets.html

THE ROAD IS YOUR CANVAS.

BOOK REVIEW

Motorcycle  
Vagabonds: 
Around the World
Book review by Paul H. Smith

✮✮✮✮ of five stars!
Author: Frank Pantheofer
Publisher: Self
Pricing: Paperback—Parts 1 and 2 $14.99 each | Kindle—Parts 1 and 2 $6.49 each*
Paperback: ISBN: 978-1533187055 and 978-1535291927
Kindle: ASIN: B01J4EJ3NC and B01J4EJ3Y6
*Also available in other formats, see website. 

Like you, I enjoy reading about adventurous riders, 
especially those who’ve struck out to travel the 

world. They’re inspiring, insightful and sometimes 
just plain entertaining. My latest find is the Motorcycle 
Vagabonds series by German rider Frank Pantheofer 
who, along with his girlfriend, Simone Dorner, recently 
completed a three-and-a-half-year global trek.

Frank’s tales require a couple of books to cover their 
entire journey. The first volume concentrates on the 
couple’s departure from the EU, through the Americas 
to Australia; the second continues through Indonesia 
and across Asia, including the Himalayas, Pakistan and 
Iran, and their return home.

If you’re looking for an ADV recharge, you’ll find Frank’s 
account a good read. As the title implies, they traveled using 
as little money as possible, a form of adventuring that may 
be a little (or a lot) harsher than many prefer. Still, the reader 
gets to see how they did it and what it was like on a day-to-
day, real-life basis.

Many of their low budget methods led to richer 
experiences. Others, like why they chose a pair of aging 
Honda Africa Twins, or volunteering for room and board, 
supply glimpses into how they managed along the way. 
There’s a lot to be said for the resourceful vagabonding style 
vs. methods with more of a budget. 

Frank’s account may not be as culturally immersive as some; 
instead, his focus is more around the couple’s relationship 
and their ever-changing emotional state as the journey 
progressed. If you can imagine not only surviving but growing 
a loving and nurturing relationship under three and a half 
years of such conditions, then you’ll appreciate this story.

Motorcycle Vagabonds wraps up with a discussion we don’t 
hear often: Reintegration into “normal” life after such a long 
journey. For many riders, this is an unexpectedly tough period, 
in some cases fraught with symptoms not dissimilar to PTSD. 
What Frank shares will be valuable to both the would-be 
RTWer and the veteran.

Although the translation to English from German is a little 
rough at times, Motorcycle Vagabonds had me laughing and 
smiling all the way through both volumes. I recommend it 
highly. Motorcycle-Vagabonds.com 
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