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MARCH 
MOTO 
MADNESS
March 26–29
Tellico Plains, TN
by Aaron Demo

If you haven’t been to a March Moto Madness, 
add it to your spring schedule. Although MMM 
rallies occur at several locations around the world, 

I attended Tennessee’s, where over 500 riders 
gathered for an epic weekend of camping, socializ-
ing, and riding in the area’s scenic mountains.

I was amazed at how much MMM had grown since the 
previous year. LT Dan and Kevin, with the support of the 

GS Giants, continue to make improvements, including the 
addition of a shower trailer and a maintenance tent loaded 
with tools and equipment for changing tires.

After setting up camp on Friday, it was time to do what 
we came for and ride. Megan from Dual Sport Touring was 
itching to get her BMW 1150 sidecar dirty, so she led us on a 
ride through some spectacular gravel and dirt roads. Back at 
the site, things were buzzing with activities like barrel racing in the mud, which 
turned out to be quite entertaining. One of the event’s highlights was the food, along  
with live music. For dinner we were treated to delicious BBQ, baked beans and boiled cabbage.

Saturday greeted us with several riding opportunities. Numerous groups rode planned routes and others headed 
out just to see where the roads took them. Meanwhile, the rally site was bustling with activities including an ADV trials 
course, slow race, motorcycle limbo, and the ever popular Show Us Your Wood. The day’s events were capped off with 
another fine meal, followed by an almost endless raffle giveaway. Then, we gathered around the large bonfire ’til late 
in the evening sharing stories as jars of the local firewater were passed around amongst friends.

Sunday morning we awoke to temperatures in the low 20s (Fahrenheit) and a nice layer of frost inside our tents. 
After chowing down on a delicious plate of huevos rancheros, it was time to say goodbye ’til next year to both new 
and old friends, and load up our gear for the ride home.

To quote LT Dan “‘Ya in, ya out?”  I’m in for years to come.  MarchMotoMadness.com | GSGiants.com

This was a banner year for 

adventure motorcycling events! 
Each had its own flavor, educational style and fun. Want to read 

about what you missed? Here are highlights from a few we attended. 

And don’t forget to read about our own ADVMoto Rally on page 40.
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Horizons Unlimited is widely known as the ultimate 
resource for inspiration and information regarding 
global adventure travel. Grant and Susan Johnson 
know from firsthand experience what it takes to ride 
around the world, and by continuously organizing 
travelers’ meetings they’re the ultimate purveyors of 
adventure travel.

For the first time ever Horizons Unlimited landed in Virginia, 
and it was exciting to see such a great turnout for their event 
in Appomattox. Like all HU events, many attendees were on 
short breaks from traveling the world, were currently touring 
North America, or live in the mid-Atlantic region and were  
looking for inspiration to begin an expedition.

The wonderful Holiday Lake 4-H Center made for a pictur-
esque setting in the Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest 
and their facilities allowed everyone in attendance to focus  
on learning new skills and rules of the road. Presenters 
included: Alex Chacón, the 23-year-old medical student  
who became a web sensation after selling everything  
he owned and riding around the world for three years on  
a KLR 650. Larry Johnson and Cathy Davies, who began their 
RTW tour together as senior citizens, proved you’re never 
too old to get out and live your dreams. Self-confessed small 
bike addict Andrew Pain showed there’s no need to buy a 

big expensive bike to tour—he rides an ad-hoc outfitted 
1981 Yamaha SR-250T around the country and beyond. Even 
ADVMoto’s own Carl Parker was in attendance sharing pho-
tographic expertise and demonstrating the proper  
techniques of visual storytelling.

Of course the main attraction was Grant and Susan 
Johnson’s seminar on Four Easy Steps to Overland Travel.  
The Johnsons, with their infectious enthusiasm and willing-
ness to share their hard-earned wisdom, are always a crowd 
favorite. Although they have circumnavigated the globe, in 
the beginning they were just a couple with a crazy idea and 
no idea how to execute it. This is the true spirit of Horizons 
Unlimited, no matter your experience or skill level you too 
can get inspired and take the road less traveled.
HorizonsUnlimited.com

HORIZONS UNLIMITED 
APPOMATTOX
April 9–12 | Appomattox, VA
by Chris McMachen
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Ever ridden past a closed gate on a gravel road and wondered where it goes?  
That wasn’t the case with AltRider’s Conserve the Ride. Many factors made it one  
of the most accessible adventure rides on the east coast. With gates opened, trails 
clearly marked and GPS routes downloaded, getting into trouble or lost proved  
hard to do.

The event’s home base was the Woodward Cave Campground in Woodward,  
PA—centrally located for the trails where the Seven Mountains Conservation Corp. 
(SMCC) had expertly strung them together for a ride across Bald Eagle State Forest.

The main loop was laid out with routes including four levels of difficulty in the 
optional sections—clearly explained at the pre-ride meeting. Three very new and 
different options were opened last year, all wide single-track, multi-use trails with 
a top coat of crushed shale, bermed corners, and varying levels of difficulty.

The entry fee covered nearly everything and you would have had a hard time 
spending more on anything other than gas. Unless, that is, you were tempted 
to bid on the REV’IT!, BMW of Manhattan, Kissel Motorsports, Kenda Tires, or Rox 
Speed FX donated goodies, with all proceeds donated to the SMCC to support 
the work these good folks do. And, organizers catered to your every food and 
beverage need. Fellow ADV rider and local owner of World’s Fare Catering, 
Michael Marx, took care of all the meals. The best food I’ve ever had at an  
event made the three days away from home easy—not to mention the local 
craft brewery beer brought in from Elk Creek Aleworks. 

Last year’s 150+ mile route was by far the best yet—scouted, marked, 
and swept by the SMCC who put in a lot of hard work. And it showed by the 
amount of fun the riders had. I’m glad to say that a portion of the entry fee 
goes back to this worthwhile organization. If you’re close enough to ride out 
here more than once a year, consider paying membership fees to this organi-
zation—they’re always helpful in getting you to great trails. Even with a new 
bike and stock road tires, you can still enjoy this event—with or without 
formal training.  AltRider.com | SevenMountainsConservationCorp.com

ALTRIDER’S  
CONSERVE THE RIDE 
June 12–14 | Woodward, PA
by Steve Kamrad 
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A first year rally can be a magical thing. What to expect 
and what the event organizers will get right or wrong 
is part of the experience. But, let’s face it, we’re talking 
Touratech here—the ADV industry-leading, aftermarket 
accessory company.

Touratech didn’t let anyone down with their riding 
choices. Their team brought a couple laptops with 
connection cords for all the GPS hardware systems out 
there, and downloaded routes for anyone who wanted 
to do self-guided rides. They also staffed guided tours 
for those new to the game or solo riders looking to join 
in. There were a staggering number of attendees new 
to the adventure motorcycling community—which 
demonstrates the reach and influence Touratech has 
within our community.

Friday and Saturday rides were mainly large loops 
around and through Bald Eagle State Forest and 
Rothrock State Forest with varying degrees of diffi-
culty. The longer loops came in at over 100 miles, with 
shorter ones ranging up to 50 miles. Twisting tarmac 

and gravel made up the intermediate loops. And the 
long loop “experienced” routes delivered enough 
challenge to keep things interesting, especially for the 
big enduro riders.

Everyone gathered around Friday night to catch 
Quinn Cody’s uphill/downhill “tight turns” challenge 
course. And the field games and slow races were great 
to watch. Saturday’s closer was the event raffle where 
almost everyone drank their “favorite beverages” from 
Touratech Rally mugs as the winning numbers were 
called out.

Going into work Monday, my coworkers asked, “How 
was your adventure weekend?” I found that our stories 
don’t translate well with the uninformed. “You spent 
three nights camping in a field with no showers, swam 
in a lake for a bath, rode your $20,000 motorcycle 
off-road, and now it’s all dirty and scratched ’cause 
you dropped it?” Well, yes we did and it was a blast!  
TouratechRally.com

TOURATECH RALLY EAST
August 13–15 | Huntingdon, PA
by Steve Kamrad | photos by Angela Goodman
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OVERLAND EXPO EAST
October 2–4 | Asheville, NC

by Paul H. Smith

Overland Expo may be the biggest adventure motorcycle- 
oriented event in North America. OX, as it’s affectionately 
known, was created back in 2009 by Roseann and Jonathan 
Hanson. Their signature blend of overlanding vehicles and 
lifestyles results in a huge gathering of serious adventurers and 
exhibitors from around the world where attendees and special 
guests come together to talk about and share travel stories, pass 
along knowledge, see what’s new, and just hang with friends.

Something else to look forward to is longstanding OX partner, 
RawHyde Adventures. They dominate the off-road section of the 
event with a presence that features adventure motorcycle skill 
training and tours, along with more fun and camaraderie—a great 
bunch of guys!

I’ve been attending OX WEST events for years, and guarantee 
they’re not to be missed. However, this year’s OX EAST was plagued 
by Hurricane Joaquin, turning the grounds into a mud, wind and rain 
fest. And while many parts of the expo were still operational, the entire 
motorcycling section was completely pinned down.

To say the least, it was disheartening to see what otherwise would 
have been a fantastic event stopped by bad weather. We still had a good 
time chatting with fellow travelers and attending talks.  But we know that 
the Hansons and their dedicated staff will rally again next year to put OX 
EAST 2016 back at the top of events to attend. OverlandExpo.com  
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