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OVERLANDING

FOR A 

CAUSE
Mirko & Claudia Nagler

RIDER PROFILE

“Our plan was to leave Germany and travel the Americas for 

18 months on two big bikes while doing something to give 

back on our journey. To do this, we scraped and saved for 

two years, sold almost everything we owned, including our 

home, and quit our jobs. Not an easy decision… was that 

really a good  idea?”—Mirko and Claudia

I first met the Naglers last summe . We got in touch 
just after they landed in New York, and as we were all 
riding new Suzuki-sponsored V-Strom DL1000s, the 

commonality provided a good excuse for getting together 
to compare notes. It took a couple months of chasing each 
other around the continent before we finally caug t up 
in Calgary, Canada. And like so many relationships in our 
ADV community, we’ve been close friends ever since.

Before their incarnations as world travelers, Mirko 
had spent 15 years of 60-hour work weeks building race 
motorcycles while tending his motorcycle race store. He’d 
also done a stint as sales manager for Suzuki, a position 
that would play an unexpected role in their future plans. 
Claudia, being a nurturing soul, had her dream job as a 
social worker. Along with close relationships with family 

by Paul H. Smith

Taking a break on Michigan  
backcountry roads.

Diamond Willow help 

center for Native  

American kids of  

South Dakota.
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Mayan kids say “Thank you!” for the 

photos and sponsored prints.

Claudia working with  

the children at Guatemala's 

Tierra Linda school for  

Mayan families.
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and friends, she grew up helping to raise foster brothers while caring for a 
father who suffered from a debilitating illness.

They had a good life, but it somehow felt empty, “We kept asking ourselves if 
this was what we really wanted, a life revolving mostly around work. Ultimately 
we decided to make the leap, but to do it we had to break out of the norm.” 
That led to more soul-searching from which they eventually hatched a plan to 
overland across North, Central and South Americas on motorcycles.

However, “Like many travelers, the idea of simply riding bikes through foreign 
lands still left us feeling unfulfille . There was a burning need to do more, to 
get involved by doing some good along the way, especially in the poorer Latin 
American countries.” So they delved into a study of children’s charities and 
ended up teaming with the German-based organization, EBM, which works 
directly with the disadvantaged, orphaned and deaf children of South America.

To add a unique twist, the Naglers decided to carry a mobile photo studio. 
They’re both extremely outgoing and sociable, so coupling Mirko’s talent for 
portraiture photography with Claudia’s crowd wrangling skills throughout 
the North America segment, their “studio” was rigorously utilized to gather 
donations to benefit their child en’s aid projects. And now that they’re in South 
America they’ve begun photographing at the children’s centers. Claudia says, 
“We want to show the children how unique, beautiful and cherished they are.” 

Mirko adds, “As it turns out, portrait photography, is a big hit with the kids—
adding lots of smiles to lives that otherwise have so little.”

When it came to what bikes they’d ride, Mirko originally chose a pair of 
16-year-old Honda Africa Twins and spent a year meticulously rebuilding them. 

At Lake Isabella, California, on the way 
to give a talk at the Mariposa Horizons 
Unlimited gathering.

River crossing in Costa Rica  along the Pacific oast.
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But, six months before departure a call came in from 
Suzuki. Having heard of their plan, the company asked if 
they’d like to test the new Suzuki V-Strom 1000s instead. A 
new, unknown against an old, well known bike? They went 
with the V-Stroms and sold the Hondas—the additional 
funds would help keep them on the road longer. Touratech 
also stepped up with a complete set of prototype ADV 
parts for their bikes and custom Companero riding suits. 
RawHyde Adventures donated some off- oad training. And 
to date, several other companies have sponsored various 
items, from tires to service and other components to help 
with their ride and their goals for South American charity.

As we go to press the Naglers have been on the road for 
11 months, ridden over 26,000 miles through 11 countries, 
and are now approaching Peru. They report, “For us, it’s 
great to have left our western comfort zones behind. We’re 
now on the most important part of our journey, visiting 
and helping out at children’s aid projects, most of which 
are run by EBM. To see these children and how little it 
takes to bring happiness into their lives is to understand—
and we wish that all our friends and supporters could be 
here to witness such a beautiful thing. It’s clear that this 
was the right decision, and what this trip is really about. 
The experience is completely changing our lives.”

As a final no e, Mirko and Claudia add, “And we haven’t 
had a single technical issue with the Suzukis!”        
www.2ar.eu | EBM-Masa.org

River crossing in Costa Rica  along the Pacific oast.

Letting the new V-Strom 
1000 breathe a little along 
Highway 101 at Big Sur.

Welcome to Utah—one of our favorite road signs.

Mirko in one of our photo 
shoots in Vancouver.
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