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What’s an ADV Bike?
Chris Scott, who coined the term “adventure motorcycling,” wrote:  
“It involves a challenging unsupported journey into the wilderness  
or a significantly strange country… the Adventure Motorcycling  
Handbook sees motorcycles not as toys, but tools with which to  
escape from the mundane and predictable, and to explore the  
wild or exotic regions of our planet.” 

CSC’s recent announcement of their new Cyclone, a 250cc adven-
ture bike, generated a surprisingly large amount of curiosity, criticism 
and social media activity. The Cyclone is being viewed as something 
of a game-changer in a growing segment of our community that’s 
“going small” for a variety of reasons.

But small bikes are not for everyone. Skill, budget, experience and 
the purpose of a trip all play equally significant roles in the choice of 
bike. And depending on how one approaches overlanding, it can be 
anything from a rich man’s “sport” to a poor man’s vacation. Certainly 
riding the world, or crossing a continent, on a bike that sells for 
around $3,500 vs. $20,000 will impact the experience on many levels.

With small bikes there’s less weight, but they also have less car-
rying capacity than their bigger brothers. They save on gas and 
maintenance, but sacrifice the ability to haul long slab distances at 
high speeds with comfort. Small bikes, after all, give one a lot more 
freedom to roam than, say, backpacking or public transportation. 
And, those who’ve ridden significant distances on small bikes are 
typically less interested in motorcycles and more in the cultural and 
social experiences along the way.

Over 80% of the world’s roads are unpaved, and whether we 
choose to ride them on big enduros or lightweight thumpers,  
what’s important is just getting out there and doing it. Perhaps 
there’s too much focus on the type of bike and not enough on the 
journey itself?  Let us know what you think.  What kind of riding do 
you do, and what’s the ideal bike for your ride?

Ride Safe,

Paul H. Smith
Senior Editor

Let us know your thoughts on this by contacting us through  
AdventureMotorcycle.com website or send an email to  
Letters@AdventureMotorcycle.com

A CARBON FIBER HELMET
MADE FOR ADVENTURE

www.touratech-usa.com
ECE & DOT Certified

1.800.491.2926

1 Helmet.  3 Modes.  No Tools.

The Touratech Aventuro Carbon quickly switches from Dirt to Street 
to Adventure modes without tools, and comes in five bold designs.
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