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Aerostich  
Falstaff Waxed 
Cotton Jacket
by Paul H. Smith

Over the years I’ve gone through my 
fair share of riding jackets—lots of 
leather and numerous textile designs, 
but never a “waxed cotton” variant.  
Perhaps I never would have, if it 
weren’t for a sidecar trip where this 
retro British design somehow seemed 
in its element. 

Aerostich’s Falstaff is modeled after 
the antique Belstaff designs dating 
back to the 1920s, but with appoint-
ments specific o modern motor-
cycling. In their day, before plastics 
and other synthetics, waxed cotton 
garments were the only alternative if 
you wanted waterproof riding gear. 
And, given the U.K.’s penchant for rain, 
staying dry would have been quite a 
challenge.

The Falstaff is waterproof and 
comfortable, and despite its weight, 

PROS
 Similar to leather, 
becomes more 
comfortable with wear

 Looks different, kind  
of retro

 Great armor (with 
optional back installed)

 High-end zippers and 
build quality

CONS
 Arms may be a little  
short for some riders

 Waxed cotton is “iff ”  
in a crash

 Could use more vents

is cooler than most other materials 
on hot or muggy days. At the same 
time, waxed cotton makes a very 
effective windbreak and, combined 
with the built-in cotton liner, it’ll 
keep you warm during moderately 
cold days.

The downside is that it is not as 
abrasion-resistant as either leather 
or GORE-TEX materials, although 
I expect it should hold up in low-
speed crashes. However, if you’re a 
speed demon I’d look elsewhere. The 
upside is Aerostich’s TF-series armor 
in the shoulder and elbow areas, 
and optional back armor—serious 
stuff th t tends to cover larger areas 
and is more comfy than typical CE-
series styles of armor, in my opinion. 
Optional back armor comes in two 
styles, the “TF3 Standard” and “TF3 
Competition.” I opted for the latter 
because it covers more skin ’n bones. 
These units are exceptional. They’re 
also unique in that they come with 
a synch belt to hold the back armor 
in place in the instance of a crash. 
Although few riding jackets provide 
chest protection, to get around this 
with the Falstaff I load the two large 
front pockets with Aerostich’s TF5 
Transit Hip Pads. This provides a light-
weight solution in case of impact.

Waxed cotton requires its own 
regimen of maintenance and up-

keep, including periodic re-waxing 
treatments to keep the waterproof 
qualities alive and well—an aspect I 
consider part of the jacket’s charm. 
Specialized cleaning materials and 
wax designed for this jacket are 
available from Aerostich.

Aerostich is famous for build qual-
ity, and the Falstaff is no exception. 
Zippers are industrial strength, too. 
And, compared to so many others on 
the market, I doubt these zippers will 
ever fail. There are a lot of pockets, 
and even after several months of 
wear, I still seem to be discovering 
them—or finding new ays to  
utilize them.

I’m hardly a fashion maven, but 
have to admit that I just like the  
Falstaff. Apparently I’m not the only 
one, because everywhere I go riders 
continually ask about it. And, I’m 
always surprised by the number of 
compliments and inquiries it receives.

Aerostich’s Falstaff is a curious 
throw-back to yesteryear. Its retro 
look and feel, along with the weath-
erproof qualities, make it a unique 
riding jacket. This jacket isn’t for ev-
eryone, but I continue to put it to the 
test, have already ridden many thou-
sands of miles in it, and am always 
impressed with Aerostich’s take on 
quality riding gear. MSRP: $497.00 
(plus options)  Aerostich.com
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