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When Suzuki revamped the V-Strom 650 
in 2012, everyone wondered how long 
it would be before a new V-Strom 1000 
would emerge. Now, the new liter-bike 
will soon be on the market, with signifi-
cant changes.

The new V-Strom is up 2.5 hp (to 99 
hp—big-bored to 1037cc), and lighter 
(down 18 lbs to 502 lbs), and will be the 
first Suzuki motorcycle with traction 
control. The bike has a re-designed six-
speed gearbox, there’s a Clutch Assistance 
System that acts as a slipper clutch and 
makes shifting easier, and Suzuki has now 
included ABS as standard equipment. 
They’ve made adjustments to the chassis; 
the wheelbase is longer than the previ-
ous version, but the distance between 
the front axle and swingarm pivot is 
shorter, which should help handling.

There were many other changes, 
including new bodywork, a new seat de-
sign, tweaks to the electronics to improve 
fuel economy, and an adjustable wind-

shield. Options include three-piece hard 
luggage, heated grips, crash bars and 
other bits that will make your life more 
comfortable on the road. The Adventure 
model’s features haven’t been confirmed 
yet, but we’ll know soon enough as the 
bike is predicted to be available this 
spring.

Our only disappointment is that the 
bike remains mainly focused at the 
adventure touring, rather than the 
off-road capable segment. And, while 
it still sports cast aluminum wheels, 
19-inch front and 17-inch rear, instead 
of hardier spoked rims, Suzuki may be 
making this option available. How-
ever, the previous V-Strom 1000 has 
plenty of hard core fans willing to 
take it into the wilderness, and we’re 
sure the new model will also please.

MSRP is $12,699, with availability 
in May ($13,999 for the Adventure 
model). For more details, check out 
Suzukicycles.com.
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