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LS2 MX453 Adventure Helmet
by Paul H. Smith

An advantage to working for the media is access to a lot of gear. But, at ADVMo-
to we have a rule—we don’t review products that haven’t made the grade. That 
said, when asked to review the LS2 MX453 Adventure I didn’t know much about 
the brand at that time, and assumed it was just another ho-hum helmet design.

Well, I couldn’t have been more wrong. The MX453 breaks with pretty much 
every other visored dual-sport helmet. At a bit over three pounds, it’s light-
weight, comfortable, unusually aerodynamic, has great visibility, and is very 
budget-friendly.

Easily the most unique feature is the aerodynamic quality of this helmet’s 
design. LS2 skeletonizes the peak to allow for much improved airflow while not 
hindering the sunshade effect. The result is the first peaked helmet that doesn’t 
catch the air and tug (sometimes whip) my head upwards when riding at high 
speeds. To complement that, the helmet also has a pronounced V-shaped front 
that contributes to its amazing low drag and stability.

The MX453’s moisture-wicking liner is cut using 3D laser technology. This 
results in a liner that better conforms to the head’s shape and contributes to the 
helmet’s comfort without the usual annoying hot spots. What’s not to like? Due 
to the wind-cutting V-curved front, there’s a compromise in that the visor’s shape 
has a tendency to distort when opened about an inch or more. I’m not a big fan 
of D-ring straps, either, and would like to see more manufacturers using the new 
quick-release buckles. But, at this price point, that’s digging deep to complain. 
Perhaps LS2 will consider manufacturing a higher-end version in the future.

If you’re looking for a dual-sport helmet that works well both on- and off-road, 
check out the MX453 by LS2. Need another reason to look into LS2? Last year 
LS2 helmets were seen on at least 40 riders in the Dakar Rally, including five-time 
winner Cyril Despres. MSRP: $169.95 LS2helmets.us

PROS
 Excellent aerodynamics

 Lightweight

 Ridiculously low price point

CONS
 Could use a modern strap design

 Slight parabolic effect when visor is 
partially open

Innovative Products from 
MachineArtMoto
by Paul H. Smith

A few months ago, the folks at MachineArtMoto sent us a sampling of their 
impressive products to review. MAM manufactures custom armor upgrades 
as well as various improved splash guards for BMW motorcycles. “Art” is very 
much a part of their product line, and the outstanding craftsmanship and fit 
reflect this aspect of the company’s name. But, don’t be fooled into thinking 
MAM’s upgrades are just pretty bolt-ons. Built for durability, these parts 
not only increase protection, but play a vital role in reducing maintenance. 
Installation is remarkably easy, too.

X-Head Cylinder Guards are thick, tough and wide to protect both the valve 
and spark plug covers of the boxer’s opposing cylinders. They’re molded 
from an impact-modified nylon polymer, with a high resistance to heat or 
chemicals, a design that’s far tougher than the stock magnesium cylinder 
covers they replace. In a crash, in addition to a good set of engine crash bars, 
the X-Head Cylinder Guards are likely to be your next line of defense to keep 
you going, or in the worst case, prevent expensive repairs.
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