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Why Ratchet Up Your Riding Skills?
Something like 98% of the roads of the world are unpaved, dirt  
or essentially trails. Without a doubt, circumnavigating most  
landmasses can be done on just about any size, or type, of bike. 
There are folks out there on everything from mopeds to full-dress 
Hogs roaming the planet. But if you’re after the full experience, 
there’s no point in limiting your journey to pavement. Sticking to  
the backcountry often delivers the biggest rewards.

And, did we mention the fun factor? Mastering more advanced 
riding techniques and skills will definitely increase confidence and 
broaden your chances of adventure, if for no other reason than by 
making remote areas more accessible. Practicing these methods 
also greatly increases your safety. So much so that we recommend 
taking a few off-road courses to see what a difference it can make. 
Increasing both your skills and comfort level are bound to affect the 
routes you choose, too, especially in the more remote areas of North 
America or the rest the world.

The bigger and more powerful the bike, the greater the role this 
type of training plays. Many riders dream of taking on the world 
aboard big enduros. It’s romantic, no doubt about it, but the heavier 
the bike (and load), the more skill is required to keep it afloat 
through mud, sand, river crossings, and whatever else Mother  
Nature might throw your way. 

Got training? There are several major training schools in North 
America alone, including, RawHyde, PSSOR (Puget Sound Safety), 
Jimmy Lewis Off-Road Riding School, and MotoMark1… just for 
starters. The arguments for getting trained are many. Few of  
them a waste, and virtually all beneficial. If it’s adventure you  
seek, make the necessary investment to do it knowledgeably to  
gain the confidence you’ll need to have the maximum amount  
of fun out there and make it back safely!

Ride Safe, Have Fun, 

 
 

Paul H. Smith, Senior Editor

For editorial queries, please email Info@AdventureMotorcycle.com.
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