
Rope Kits 101  /  Icon Patrol Jacket & Stryker rIg  /  Moose Racing HeadligHt guaRds

Cathy Birchall’s Story
A blind woman’s 
RTW adventure

RawHyde’s 
New Colorado 
Facility

Helping Along  
the Way

Do GooD  
AS You Go

Locals Know Best 
BoLiviA’S  

ALTipLANo  
Loop

The Big Cat  
Diaries Continue

TRiumpH  
ExpLoRER 

1200

Backcountry  
Discovery  
Route 

Backroading 
Picturesque  
Colorado

The Long Way Down!
Arctic to Antarctic Circles

July/August 2013
$5.99 US / $6.99 CANScan for a FREE 

digital back issue!



20 July/August 2013

Product reviews

Icon Stryker Rig
by Paul H. Smith

Rig… huh? Let’s give this type of gear a more  
descriptive moniker—henceforth the term  
“exoskeletal armor.”

A few years ago, after several crashes and resultant 
broken bones, I became disenchanted with the  
failure of the built-in armor of most riding jackets 
to do the job as effectively as it should. As a real life 
crash test dummy, I discovered that armor tends 
to move out of the way in high impact situations. 
In general, riding suit companies simply follow the 
leader rather than innovate new and better tech-
niques to protect the rider. Most riding jackets, for 
example, do not have any form of chest or rib armor, 
and rarely does the elbow and shoulder armor stay in 
place. In the lightning-fast happenstance of a crash, 
it’s typical to take a handlebar, mirror or windscreen 
directly in the chest, and another pounding as one 
hits either the pavement, or some other fixed object 
when thrown from the bike. It may therefore be wiser 
to view most jackets’ shells for their “abrasion resis-

Icon Patrol  
Waterproof Jacket
by Paul H. Smith 
There’s an endless array of new  
adventure-oriented jackets from 
which to choose. One of the latest 
offerings is the Icon Patrol.

Our evaluation jacket was black 
with reflective piping. Black looks 
cool, but when it comes to being 
cager aware, it’s best to err on the 
side of caution. Although the Patrol 
is available in fashionable black or 
grey, we recommend either red or 
the hi-viz yellow versions for obvi-
ous reasons. With the growing trend 
amongst adventure riders to be  
better seen, we’re happy to see Icon 
also making the option available.

The jacket was in constant use for 
several months, through all kinds of 
weather—from light winter to sum-

mer conditions. The vents are plenti-
ful and well placed so that even on 
extremely hot days it’s remarkably 
un-oven-like inside. On cold days, the 
Thermolite insulated liner is easy to 
attach or remove, making layering 
convenient. Because the jacket is  

also waterproof, its outer material 
does a great job blocking the wind—
often rendering the liner unnecessary. 
Although our evaluation jacket hadn’t 
yet been given an official weather  
rating, it had no difficulty shedding 
the water from several rainy rides.

Continues on page 22
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PROS
 LOTS of usable vents

 Well-placed pockets  
(12 in total!)

 Comes with a hoodie

 Backpack-style water  
holder (bladder not  
included)

 YKK waterproof zippers

 Removable Thermolite  
insulated liner

CONS
 Water pack is not insulated

 Armor tends to be loose 
fitting

And, the YKK waterproof zippers throughout kept the pockets and 
vent openings H2O-free.

The relative safety of the built-in armor, like most non-custom made 
jackets, is going to depend greatly upon your physique or what’s being 
worn between your body and the shell. If the armor isn’t snug and does 
not hold firmly against your body, it’ll often shift in a crash. Obviously 
some armor is better than none, but there’s another growing trend 
that’s worthy of mention. To get around these fitting issues many riders 
have switched to wearing armored “exoskeletons” under their armor-
stripped regular riding jackets. (See the companion review of Icon’s 
Stryker Rig for more on this technique.) Exoskeletons tend to be higher 
quality armor, fit MUCH better, and may be worn without a riding 
jacket shell when conditions demand it.

Icon’s “relaxed fit” is roomy enough to layer with other clothing.  
With this in mind, and other gear in stow, the Patrol’s design is going  
to work well for you in all but the most extreme environments.

The jacket also comes with a detachable lightweight backpack  
dedicated to holding the small 1.5 liter Camelbak or similar bladder, 
so it’s neither bulky or heavy, and can be removed when not needed. 
Given the importance of remaining hydrated, it’s nice to have this type 
of rig without the hindrance of a backpack, straps, etc., to haul around.

Another feature we especially liked is the magnetic “buttons” that 
make opening and closing the jacket effortless. This system does a 
good job even in extremely windy conditions. A nice innovative design! 
MSRP: $400–$420 RideIcon.com
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tance” rather than what we hope they’re designed  
to do—namely, protect our bones from crunching.

The most effective alternative I’ve found is to wear 
exoskeletal armor that’s typically of high quality and  
offers far more protection UNDER your abrasion- 
resistant riding jacket—giving you the best of both 
worlds. True armor protection and abrasion resistance 
together at last! 

The good folks at Icon were kind enough to send us 
their Stryker Rig for evaluation, and I’m really impressed 
with it. I’ve owned several exoskeletal jackets over 
the years, and the Stryker Rig is one of the best-fitting, 
comfortable and most protective for elbows, shoulders, 
kidneys, stomach and especially the back. The weakness 
is the chest area, which could cover a more territory 
without causing discomfort. 

In my opinion, wearing exoskeletal armor, like the 
Stryker Rig, under your riding armor-stripped jacket,  
provides more protection than what most jackets have 
to offer, while also offering another layering option. 
MSRP: $250.00 RideIcon.com

PROS
 CE-approved Stryker back armor with  
D30 breathable insert

 Excellent shoulder, back, and elbow coverage

 Excellent solution to waist and kidney area protection

 Thumbholes in sleeves help keep armor in place

CONS
 Could use more chest/rib area protection

 A little awkward to put on

Icon Stryker Rig  (continued from page 20)

Kenda Big Block:  
Same Name—New Tire 
by Bret Tkacs

PROS
 Still a top performer off road

 Performs well for a knobby on the street

 Improved mileage over earlier version

 Price point winner

CONS
 Less prestige than big name brands (ego)

 Like all big bike knobbies it has a short life span 
(equal to other knobbies though)

In early 2012, Kenda released the Big Block Adventure 
tire to compete in the emerging big bike knobby 
market. ADVMoto put a set of Big Blocks to the test 
on the back trails of Baja, Mexico and then continued 
north up the west coast to Washington State. Back then 
the Big Blocks were good performers, and on par with 
the competition, but lacked mileage and shed its skin 
faster than other big bike knobbies we’re accustomed 
to, such as the TKC80 and Karroo. Kenda took note of 
this and their engineers worked over the Big Block with 
a revised tread pattern and new compound.

The casual eye won’t see the difference, as the tread 
pattern looks very similar. The only way we could tell they 
were the new tires was by measuring the space between 
the tread blocks. The newer tires have a block pattern 
slightly tighter, which puts more rubber to the road/trail.

We mounted up our fresh set of tires and headed off 
to Moab to put them to the test. After riding 800 miles 
of jeep trails and gravel roads, as well as over 2,000 
miles of pavement on our loaded test bike, the Big 
Blocks were still holding out.

The bottom line is that Kenda has a winner with good 
off-road performance, good street manners and mile-
age that equals the competition. Highly recommended. 
MSRP: $108.99 to $126.95 KendaTire.com 
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