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In Search of Greener Grass 
Riding towards dreams… trying to avoid camels
««««of 5 stars
By Graham Field, Self-published through Matador, InSearchofGreenerGrass.com,  
ISBN: 978-1780880-884, Paperback: $22.95 ($7.49 Kindle version)
Review by Paul H. Smith

What is it about the allure of motorcycle overlanding… 
with its thousands upon thousands of miles, often for 
months or years on end… on budgets that typically 
wouldn’t fund a week of “normal” vacation? 

Likewise, it’s curious that many who make these 
journeys, often by pinching pennies, have better stories 
to tell. One such “hobbled” traveler is Graham Field, who 
managed to find the coin necessary to pull it off by win-
ning a TV game show. The £5,000 prize made up his total 
budgeted amount and covered everything, including bike 
(an eBay bargain), gear, fuel, lodging, maintenance… and 
a lot of beer.

I try to make a habit of reading the self-penned books 
of international motorcycle travelers. Sadly, it’s a wee bit 
masochistic at times, because many of these attempts are 
not particularly literate or engaging. However, in the case 
of “In Search of Greener Grass,” it was pure pleasure. 

Although the book is ostensibly about Graham’s over-
land journey through the “-stans” and Mongolia, it’s really 
more of what we’re now calling a “helmet story.”  In the 
modern sense, where we already more or less know what 
to expect out there, it comes down to the storyteller’s take 
on life and those he meets along the way. 

In Graham’s words, “So there I was, committed to going 
very, very far, on a motorbike, with the money I won. This 
might just work, I thought. Consequently, I spent a winter 
on eBay and a spring in the garage preparing for my life 
on the road. Armed with cynical humor, a strong sense of 
direction, a vague sense of balance, and no sense of propor-
tion, I embarked on a 15,000 mile solo motorcycle ride to 
see what would break first; bike, body or budget. I left an 
indifferent existence in Essex behind and headed East, look-
ing for purpose, a new life and a new location to live it. I was 
in search of greener grass.”

Graham writes in a style that’s frank and honest, but light-
ened by his indelible British wit. In there is the story within 
the story… the interpersonal relationships that slowly melt 
away his sense of western world reservations, paranoia and 
misinformation. And, one can’t miss the constant references 
to extraordinary levels of Third World kindness, friendliness, 
and assistance to travelers.

For the would-be traveler to these parts of the world, 
you’ll find Graham’s account valuable. Especially for those 
who are partial to the KLR650 and the thumper’s characteris-

tics—slow and easy in a meandering kind of way. Graham 
chose a bike that many consider one of the tractors of 
world motorcycle travel—relatively indestructible, yet 
easy to bodger fix when the inevitable happens.

If your style of motorcycle overlanding means budget 
travel, and is more about the journey than the latest and 
greatest machine, then you’re going to love this book. 
Like so many riders out there, I hear that Graham is still 
on the road. For some of us, the term “home” has taken 
on an increasingly global definition, when you taste the 
road at this level, something happens inside… and may 
you never be the same.  
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