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Review by Paul H. Smith

Motorcycle Adventurer 
The First Motorcyclist to Ride 
Around the World 1912–1913
««««of 5 stars

By Dr. Gregory W. Frazier,  
iUniverse, Inc. (iUniverse.
com), ISBN: 978-1-4502-
2141-2 (sc), ISBN: 978-1-
4502-2140-5 (ebk), Paper-
back: $20.65 ($3.03 Kindle 
version)
ADVMoto contributor, and 
five-time RTWer, Greg Frazier, 
recently released a compilation 
of travel articles written by Carl 
Stearns Clancy, who is likely the 
first adventure motorcyclist to 

circumnavigate the globe. Greg spent 16 years compiling, 
researching and fact-checking Clancy’s life and writings. 
Interestingly, he believes that many of the early accounts 
are often fakes or peppered with fiction—one of the main 
reasons he invested so much time into determining Clancy’s 
authenticity.

If Greg’s research proves out, this would make Clancy the 
first to take a motorcycle around the world. You may have 
noticed the use of the word “take” vs. “ride.” This is because 
during the 1912–1913 era, few roads existed, and petrol 
or oil were rarely, if ever, available—making it technically 
all but impossible to fully ride the majority of the planet’s 
land masses. He did, however, manage to ride across many 
countries, while reluctantly resorting to transportation by 
ship for large, impassible sections of his journey.

Of particular interest are Clancy’s accounts of Ceylon 
(now Sri Lanka), pre-World War One Japan, as well as the 
hardships he faced crossing North America at a time when 
the majority of American roadways were still no more than 
mere wagon trails across the western and central states. 
Other remarkable aspects of Clancy’s journey were his age 
(21 when he departed) and the extraordinarily durable four-
cylinder Henderson motorcycle as his vehicle of choice.

Clancy financed much of his trip by writing install-
ments for Bicycling World and Motorcycle Review magazine, 
which were ferreted out from numerous and disparate 

sources by Dr. Frazier for this compiled work. The book also 
includes an assembled biography of Clancy’s life, along with 
other documentation to validate the material. Another in-
teresting aspect of Greg’s compilation is that he deliberately 
chose to not edit or correct any of the original misspellings 
or other errors that appeared from the first publishing. This 
gives the book a certain quaintness and period accuracy 
that otherwise would have been missed.

If you’re a history buff, or just want to know what the 
world was like from the PoV of a motorcyclist at the turn of 
the century, you’ll truly enjoy this book.

Editor’s note: Since the publication of Motorcycle Adven-
turer, two serious Irish adventurers have decided to organize a 
global re-enactment of the Clancy record-setting ride around 
the world. Feargal O’Neill and his colleague Joe Walsh, in 
conjunction with the motorcycle traveler’s website Horizons 
Unlimited, have announced the Clancy Centenary Ride for 
2012-2013 To be a part of the ride, or more information visit 
HorizonsUnlimited.com/clancyride.   

All RTW accounts are snapshots in time, and their encounters often foreshadow what is yet to come. After two major 
world wars, and countless other culture-shaping events, these accounts are truly significant snapshots in time of our 
planet as it once was. 
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