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Adventure is as Adventure Does 
It’s time to rally around the campfire and refine the definition of  
“adventure motorcycling.” Why? Because as we chat with like-minded 
friends, wander around related events, websites and blogs, we find  
“adventure motorcycling” tends to get somewhat jumbled in with already  
established categories—from touring to dirt-biking. So, what is  
adventure motorcycling, and how is it different from other genres?  
Let’s take a look at some ideas:

 Riders and rides—Traveling the world, or chunks of it, has been  
performed on virtually every type of two- or three-wheeled bike 
ever made. Large or small, our bikes have to fit the style of riding and 
ultimately no single type is perfect for everything. Oddly enough,  
reliability may be considered a “liability,” because a broken-down 
bike often sets the stage for some potentially remarkable experi-
ences. The bike may be our best friend in getting us there,  
but adventure lies in the experience and what we make of it.

 Growth—Although dirt riding skills can be a major advantage, 
some who’ve ridden into parts unknown, even ‘round the world, had 
little or no previous motorcycling experience. Adventure motorcy-
cling can also be described as long distance technical off-road riding 
on large and small dual-sports. No matter where you ride or how far 
you go, adventure is challenging yourself.   

 Responsibilities—For many of us, adventure riders are ambas-
sadors of the world. Sharing cultural experiences, breaking down 
artificial boundaries, and making friends along the way—especially 
in the more isolated parts of the world. These are often deeply 
emotional and life-changing experiences. Being open minded about 
all types of people, cultures and lifestyles not only makes our travels 
more fulfilling and unique but also increases our chances of survival. 

Perhaps adventure motorcycling is not so much a style or technique of 
riding as it is a culture, philosophy and an eagerness to explore  
the world on one of the greatest machines ever created. If you have 
anything to add, we’d love to hear from you.

 

 
Paul H. Smith, Senior Editor

For editorial queries, please email Info@AdventureMotorcycle.com.
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