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Generally speaking, I’m not particularly fond of travel 
guide books. But for Lee and Phil’s Alaska, I’ll make an 

exception… a BIG exception.
Whereas a typical guide book is overly generalized and 

suffers from the “too many cooks” who attempt to cater to 
too many different types of travelers, Alaska is a focused 
work. It could only be the result of fellow adventure riders 
who not only love the territory, but have invested the 
time to ensure their readers will reap the maximum  
benefit of their knowledge. Further, their book is specifi-
cally written for adventure motorcyclists, detailed and 
loaded with (often surprising) information that you 
won’t likely find elsewhere. 

Why would an adventure rider need this guide at  
all? Would such a guide book take away from the  
adventuring experience? Alaska is one of the last  
frontiers of North America. Perhaps only rivaled by 
Russia’s Siberia—its wild and remote geography and 
climate lends itself to the adventure-minded soul.  
Vast and remote areas like Alaska have a geography 
and climate that presents its own dangers. The  
information relayed in this book could easily prove 
life-saving… as well as guaranteeing you a spectacu-
larly memorable ride. Given the remoteness of the 
state, and the great distances, it would be all too easy 
to miss many of the gems the guys have outlined.

The publisher, Octane Press, spared no expenses 
in making Alaska a quality book. It’s loaded with 
photos, maps, references, recommendations and 
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tables that together make it remarkably easy-to-use and relevant. 
There’s also an exhaustive discussion of gear and bikes that have 
proven best for the Alaskan terrain. Just as important, which 
machines and gear they’ve experimented with over the years and 
discarded, for one reason or another.

There are a few bonuses, too, like tricks for optimizing your avail-
able time in Alaska. The authors lay out various plans for optimizing 
your time, including alternative routes into and out of Alaska, riding 
your own vs. renting bikes there, etc. As Alaska can be expensive, Lee 

The KLR is the “Kalashnikov AK47” of motorcycles, ideally suited for 
Alaskan adventure riding. And readily available for rental up there.
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I can’t imagine a single reason this book wouldn’t be more 
than helpful. It virtually guarantees that you’ll be properly 
prepared, points to what are possibly the best areas to ride/
explore, and gives you the foundation information you 
need to make it the best trip possible. Really, it’s a must-
read. Yeah, it’s that well put together! 
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and Phil also provide tips on cheap grub and the best places 
to lay your aching bones each night. There’s little doubt that 
the book is an investment well worth the few dollars it costs. 

So, other than restoring my faith in guide books, Lee and 
Phil have fueled the ol’ fire to get up there and experience our 
wildest state. There are many kinds of adventure riding, and 
“countries” like Alaska carve their own definition. 

The bottom line is if you are even thinking about riding 
Alaska; get Lee and Phil’s guide. After reading it cover-to-cover, 




