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Here’s a read that may be hit or miss, depending upon 
your level of adventure riding expertise and experi-

ence. Building the Ultimate Adventure Motorcycle is the third 
work in this genre by Robert Wicks and Haynes Publishing 
(U.K.). It’s beautifully crafted and loaded with photos and 
useful information. A worthwhile and noble attempt to 
decode the near-impossible task of choosing the perfect 
ride and kit combo for your “Journey of a Lifetime.” 

Although the content is moderately BMW-centric, Wicks 
has researched and organized his compilation into a series 
of logical steps that divide and conquer the practical, as 
well as some of the philosophic, aspects of long distance 
MC travel as it pertains to the bike, mods, gear and wear-
ables available. 

Chapters include:
• The Modern Adventure Motorcycle
• Choosing a Motorcycle
• Equipment & Accessories
• Luggage Systems
• Personal Equipment

Just as interesting are a series of real-life case studies as 
well as a broad spectrum of rider profiles who have done 
it (or are still doing it), giving you an excellent comparative 
study of their personalities and the kits they’ve adapted to 
meet the challenges of the road.

Wicks maintains a balanced look and review of the latest 
and/or time-tested gear. His discussions even cover when 

off-the-shelf equipment won’t do the job and how some 
riders have turned to custom-made or to modifying exist-
ing components—an option that may not have occurred 
to some riders.

If this encyclopedic work stumbles it’s where the author 
may be trying to serve too many masters. However, given 
the generally newbie context, that may actually be an as-
sist to folks just getting involved. Wicks does an excellent 
non-biased job of helping you along. Considering that the 
main questions on most first-time adventurers’ minds is 
“which school?”—heavy or light, unlimited budget or mili-
tary surplus—you’ll have a much better idea after studying 
this book.

I recommend Building the Ultimate Adventure Motorcycle 
to riders who are seriously thinking about getting into this 
form of travel yet need a general education before taking 
the plunge. Although anyone can dive in by mimicking 
one of the high-profile (and often sponsored) riders, it’s far 
wiser to sit down.

Rating: êêê of 5 stars
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