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2010 Horizons Unlimited Motorcycle Travelers Meeting at

The “Lost Coast”

Grant and Susan Johnson’s HU (Horizons 
Unlimited) travelers meetings are inter-
nationally famous within our Adventure 

Motorcycle community niche. These gatherings, 
which are held all over the world, provide a place 
for long distance motorcycle travelers to meet, 

pick up all kinds of important and useful tips, get 
inspired, and just hang with some interesting and 
nice folks. 

The Johnsons like to point out that these meet-
ings are also a place of psychological reckoning 
where getting together with a bunch of other cra-

zies seems to help redefine normality for us. And 
generally, aside from the web, the HU meetings 
are amongst the few places where we can actually 
meet with and get to know like-minded fellow 
travelers which, all by itself, makes it worthwhile 
to attend.

 by Paul H. Smith
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The Humboldt meeting was held at a cozy out-
of-the way, farm-like campsite and meeting hall 
called the Mattole Grange in Humboldt County, 
California. Just a few short miles from the beach, 
it was a perfect location, replete with a swimming 
hole for bathing at the nearby Mattole River and 
plenty of pine tree shade from the California sun to 
pitch our tents under. 

I arrived a little early to get to know some of 
the folks as they pulled in, see what they were 
riding, how their bikes were kitted, and generally 
ease into the rhythm of the gathering. The first to 
greet me was Stephan Leblanc, the meeting host. 
The Johnsons also arrived early to set up shop and 
make sure everything was running smoothly. These 
meetings are typically organized by hosts who, 
along with the Johnsons, make it all happen. I can 
only imagine how much prep work Steve put in. A 
big ol’ “thank you” goes out to him for the many 
selfless hours he invested to orchestrate the meet-
ing and make us all feel at home. Good job!

Speakers and Tech Clinics

Grant and Susan Johnson
I reckon it’s not possible to meet two more easy-
to-be-around folks than the Johnsons. The entire 
flavor of the event seemed an extension of their 
personalities. Like attracts like, I guess, because 
those same social qualities could be found in virtu-
ally all those who attended. Indeed, the meeting 
was not unlike a family reunion! As you might 
expect, the Johnsons gave several interesting and 
relevant talks, including:
•    An introduction to getting around and mak-

ing the most out of their website – now 60,000 
pages(!) and growing HorizonsUnlimited.com. 

•   A “women only” discussion, lead by Susan, 

covering things to know and considerations 
regarding living on-the-road and traveling by 
motorcycle, Venusian-style. 

•   A presentation on their 11-year RTW adventure. 
•   An amazingly useful seminar on motorcycle- 

and travel oriented photography. 
•   And one of my favorites, Grant’s tire-changing 

“anywhere/anytime” clinic (see excerpts at our 
AdventureMotorcycle.com).

Jeff “Smitty” Smith
Smitty had just returned from an “End of the 
Road” trip to Inuvik, in Canada’s North West 
Territories. His travel tales were supported with 
a well-made photographic presentation, complete 

with animated maps and the particulars of the jour-
ney. His blow-by-blow descriptions of riding the 
muddy tundra roads were so detailed, everyone in 
the audience went along for the ride too. 

Carla King
As a lifelong adventurer and published author, 
Carla’s stories are unique. She gave two separate 
talks – the first on the Adriatic, including current 
observations about Albania and how it’s accommo-
dating travelers as a new democracy; and her solo 
trip to Morocco. The second chat centered around 
two separated trips to China, a decade apart. Carla 
is perhaps most well known amongst us for her 
Ural sidecar adventures. Her book, American Bor-

Grant Johnson entertains the troops with his informative clinic on tire-changing “anywhere/anytime.”
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ders: A Solo Circumnavigation of the United States on 
a Russian Sidecar Motorcycle was published in 2008, 
and a new title, The China Road Motorcycle Diaries 
will soon be released. Find out more about Carla at 
CarlaKing.com.

Erdem Yucel
Originally from Turkey, Erdem is the graphic artist 
who designed the artwork for the HU “Achievable 
Dream” series of DVDs (and videographer for the Ted 
Simon segments). In 2009 he took six months off for a 
solo RTW trip via the “-stans,” Mongolia and Siberia, 
on his modified V-Strom 1000. Almost all adventur-
ers relate their stories with a mixture of philosophic, 
cultural and technical observations. But Erdem’s talk 
was decidedly more philosophical, centering around 
how the events changed his outlook on life. Check out 
Erdem’s blog at http://blog.erdemyucel.com and watch 
for a feature on Erdem’s travels in an upcoming edition 
of Adventure Motorcycle Magazine.

Lorrainne Chittock
Author/photographer Lorrainne Chittock isn’t a mo-
torcyclist, but she is a world traveler who has a unique 
perspective on adventure travel. Her talk was centered 
around the topic of the “Trip of a lifetime... not a 
lifetime of savings!” Encouraging words for those who 
want to get out there but are in a constant state of over-
preparation. Lorrainne and her two inseparable canine 
pals have their adventure credentials in order. Her 
work has centered around the people of the world and 
their four-pawed critter friends – a subject that doesn’t 
actually come to life until you witness her wonderful 
photography. Her just-released book, Shadows in the 
Sand is a beautifully photographed documentary of her 
desert travels with a 200 camel caravan across Sudan 
and Egypt. Find out more about Lorrainne and her 
work at www.LorrainneChittock.com.

Of the approximate 80 attendees, there was an almost even split between various BMW, V-Strom and 
KLRs, with a smattering of other bikes for good measure. 
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Kevan Ibbotson
With the topic, “How do you get your bike back 
on the road so you can get to the next town and a 
qualified mechanic to get it fixed properly” the last 
thing you’d expect is an engaging and entertain-
ing clinic. But Kevan kept us all in stitches while 
guiding us through his “bodger” and “farmer-style” 
emergency repairs. Even those of us who have 
been riding for decades learned new tricks and it 
just so happened that during the meet that one of 
the riders crashed, wiping out the left side foot con-
trols. In an almost spectacular feat of validating his 
clinic topic, Kevan fabricated an amazing “bodger” 
repair right there in front of us with... you guessed 
it, objects on hand! (stay tuned for video excerpts 
at AdventureMotorcycle.com).

Molly Martin
Wilderness Emergency Medical Tech (WEMT) Mol-
ly Martin gave a hands-on clinic dealing with the 
ugly side of adventure travel: what to do in medical 
emergencies where there is no doctor. Along with 
some very practical advice on what to carry in our 
first aid kits, Molly demonstrated the correct proce-
dures for examining and handling a downed rider, 
removing a helmet safely, basic CPR, and several 
other need-to-know medical-related techniques. 

Chuck Quast
Chuck deserved an award for the most laid-back 
speaker at the meeting. His “devil may care” attitude 
was a lot of fun and kept us laughing. Although he 
showed up at the event with a 650 KLR, he’s been 

touring the world on a F650GS Dakar. Chuck takes 
a somewhat cavalier and easy-going approach to his 
riding. He’s been at it four years now after determin-
ing that work was getting in the way of vacation, a 
realization that resulted in quitting his job and selling 
off everything he owned to finance a life on the road.

Lasting impressions

The Johnsons, and the HU community they’ve 
built is doing an outstanding job of relaying infor-
mation motorcycle adventurers need. The synergy 
between meetings like this and the HU website is 
seamless – free from the outside influences and 
special interests so common these days. It’s easily 
the bargain of the century.

Carla KingKevan performing an impromptu repair on a Versys footpeg.
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There’s a window of opportunity open to get out there and see the world – no matter 
what your budget. Whether you’re an experienced adventure rider or just catching the 
disease, put a HU meeting high on your list. You’ll learn all kinds of things that’ll save 
butt when you get out there. Or, just come for the camaraderie. Meeting and hanging out 
with like-minded folks is a good cure for at least part of what ails us and you’ll probably 
make at least a couple of good friends, too.

Top,  Peter Dean, professional chef, showing that even motorcycling camp food doesn’t 
can have a touch of class. Peter’s “Cooking on the Road” clinic displayed some “mighty 
fine viddles” with simple store-bought items found pretty much anywhere. In the left 
picture, Molly Martin (on the far right) demonstrates safe helmet removal technique of a 
downed rider.
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