
Carl Parker talks magazine changes
Nicole Espinosa interviews Simon and Lisa Thomas
Sam Manicom discusses traveling on the cheap October 2010

Click here to subscribe! 

http://www.adventuremotorcycle.com/subscribe.html


ADVENTURE MOTORCYCLE • Page 17 Click Here to Subscribe Now! Table of Contents

Adventure Motorcycle Handbook (5th Edition):
Worldwide Motorcycling Route & Planning Guide
Review by Paul H. Smith

It may just be the geek in me, but this is an ex-
tremely well thought out reference work – es-
pecially if you are into trip planning vs. ad hoc 

travel - and an enjoyable read, too. I’m not even 
sure how one would go about improving Chris 
Scott’s handbook achievement. He’s been at it for 
something like 20 years and this is the fifth itera-
tion – chock-full of improvements and reasonably 
up-to-date relevant facts and information specific to 
adventure motorcycling. 

Although you could plan just about any level of 
adventure ride with just this handbook, the Adven-
ture Motorcycle Handbook (AMH) isn’t just for the 
hard-core, it also serves as an inspiration and tutor 
for those just starting out, or considering going deep-
er, taking more extended excursions, etc.  Depending 
on your own level of experience and expertise, the 
handbook can serve many different uses. Its layout, 
for example, is somewhat non-linear, allowing you 
to go to specific sections for specific information, or 
browse ride reports by such noteables as Ted Si-
mon, Austin Vince, Grant Johnson, Lois Pryce and 
many others. Sidebars placed at strategic locations 
throughout the book typically capture a wide range 
of interesting topics. In the “River Crossing” section 
there’s a sidebar with quick tips on what to do if you 
drown your engine, while in the “South America” 
section there’s a handy blurb on dealing with rush 
hour traffic in Lima.

In some ways the author has almost provided 

too much information, but even this is valuable 
in that all the bases are covered. Conversely, if a 
subject isn’t definitive at least you’ll be armed with 
a reference for further subjects to burrow into later 
– often in topics that one might not be otherwise 
prepared for – such as details on dealing with fuel 
quality issues on roads less traveled, engine tem-
perature issues in deserts, tips on fuel and air filters, 
and lots of really useful info on tires. The book is 
packed with page-after-page of nuts ’n bolts good-
ies that could easily ruin your trip if you weren’t 
armed with knowledge beforehand.

It is indeed a reference book, but it’s also 
peppered with travel tales and tips – covering 
virtually every conceivable Adventure Motor-
cycle topic from choosing a bike, to overseas 
shipping, to life on the road... to international 
route outlines. There are detailed compari-
sons, check lists, and myriad practical tips 
and information. To keep all these valuable 
bits of information together is a rugged 
binding; so depending upon where one was 
going, and despite the added weight, this hand-
book may be a packing necessity. 

AMH is indeed the “bible” for adventure mo-
torcycling and an easy 5-star recommendation. 
If you haven’t got a copy, you don’t know what 
you’re missing. I wouldn’t even consider plan-
ning a major trip without having read Chris’ work 
cover-to-cover.

For more info on Chris Scotts’ Adventure 
Motorcycle Handbook, visit www.adventure-
motorcycling.com.
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