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In the distant past, researching my adventures 
was a dodgy affair. Lacking the benefit of the 
experiences of others, I often took a some-

what unwise “discover-as-you-go” approach. 
Nowadays, things are very different. My library 
is crammed with motorcycle touring and adven-
ture books because it just seems so much wiser to 
learn from others before dipping my toe into the 
unknown. 

Most of the existing books are understandably 
written in either travelogue or the how-to style. In 
most cases they’re sincere efforts to convey hard-
won knowledge and experience to others. While 
they all have something unique to offer, we primar-
ily read them for their content and not so much for 
Pulitzer Prize potential. When you think about it, 
these books represent something kind of amazing 
– the accumulated sum of our shared experiences 
into exotic lands and wild places from the point-of-
view of motorcyclists. 

Perhaps that’s why I found this book’s subtitle, 
“An Uncommon Guide to the Art of Long-Term 
World Travel,” so intriguing. Although it was writ-
ten from the point-of-view of motorcycling’s kiss-
ing cousin, backpacking, it’s easy to draw many 
parallel lines.

This book isn’t for those who don’t like it 
rough. Unlike a typical blow-by-blow travelogue, 
Potts writes in a more philosophic style of life on 
the road – relaying insightful methods of winging 

it from day-to-day, living on a shoestring, and even 
financing your trip. Loaded with survival tactics 
and tricks of the trade it’s the kind of material that 
only a well-seasoned and very experienced traveler 
could have contemplated writing. And if that was 
all his book had to offer, I’d be happy to pay the 
admission price. But under the cover, so to speak, 
Potts tackles a much tougher subject; making him 
a true star in this achievement. His book is really a 
personal psychology manual – preparation before 
the trip; determination and mindset during and after 
the adventure; innovating travel technique; con-
fronting and overcoming obstacles; being adaptive 
and adjusting to new and foreign environments; 
and maintaining your sanity on the long-term road. 
Those of us who’ve been out there understand 
these issues intimately. Those who haven’t – well, 
you have no idea,  which makes this a great, per-
haps even vital read, for both ends of the experi-
ence spectrum.

Potts’ philosophic approach isn’t at all that 
you might expect. In college you may have been 
exposed to texts and lectures that were somewhat 
content-free and pedantic: Authoritarian theories 
of the mind, human behavior, politics, religion, 
culture and civilization. Not much of it was truly 
usable in the real world. But out there . . . that’s 
where the rubber hits the road. Out there is where 
you learn about survival and the true Nature of 
Man. You might even call it a proving ground for 
all you thought you knew. What you experience 

can be both extraordinarily uplifting and mind-
numbingly unsettling.

What makes Potts brilliant is that he’s there to 
bring you around, if you’ve returned – or prepare 
you, if you’re heading out for the first time. His 
book deals more with the inner journey than the 
physical, although he manages to balance both 
very well. And that’s what makes his work such 
an insightful rarity. Perhaps we spend more time 
and attention on tires or panniers than our personal 
preparation? You may be about to ride into a fire 
hose – are you ready for it? If this makes sense to 
you, add Vagabonding to your reading list.
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