
Lucky me. When I got my hands 
on this TT-S, Angeles Crest 

Highway had just reopened follow-
ing four months of closure due to the 
massive fire last September. New 
asphalt had been added, and that 
twisty black ribbon was beaconing! 

But first… let’s look at the skin 
of this little beast. This is one of 
those rare cars that looks stunning 
from any angle. You can’t take a 
bad picture of it. Also, it has that 
hunkered-down, slightly menacing 
“ready for business” look. Cool. 

Doors open, you’ll find the 
interior magic Audi is known for. 
Quality materials, attention to every 
design detail, and (included in the 
$6,050 Prestige package) contrasting 
body-color leather seat inserts and 
stitching on seats, steering wheel, and 
elsewhere. All opinions were in the 
“cool” to “wow” range. The rear seats 
are adequate for tiny people. Better 
for most to just fold the seatbacks 
down to expand the cargo area. 

The answer to your next question 
is “Yes.” It drives as good as it 
looks. With its 265 horsepower 2.0L 
turbocharged 4-cylinder engine, 
6-speed dual-clutch automatic, All 
Wheel Drive (AWD) and optional 
19-inch sticky tires, you’ve got 

one serious sports car. I know… 
some journalists writing for the car 
mags nitpick the TT-S and tell us it 
doesn’t quite handle like a Boxster, 
or accelerate like a Corvette—both 
in a similar price range. But unless 
you spend your days on the track, you 
won’t be driving hard enough to wring 
out the finer differences. And besides, 
0–60 in a scant five seconds or so is 
quick. The TT-S is an absolute blast 
to drive hard on winding mountain 
roads. Sticks like glue. And with 
AWD, you’ve got that extra safety 
margin just in case. Verdict: FUN!

 Two suggestions for improvement, 
though. There is turbo lag, meaning 
acceleration from a stop is a bit soft 
until the turbo spools up, taking 
a second or two. And since turbo 
engines gulp gas during “spirited” 
driving, the 15.85 gallon fuel tank 
could use an extra 
gallon or two capacity. 
In relaxed driving, 
however, it does get 
good fuel economy.

Sometimes, you 
just need a larger 
rear seating area, and 
when you do, you can 
still enjoy a sporty 
looking Audi that is 

highly satisfying to drive. Check out 
this A5 2-door coupe. Nice, huh?

The A5 manages to look elegant 
and muscular at the same time. The 
roofline is fetching, while front and 
rear design elements foster a mildly 
aggressive look. I liked it a lot.

Inside, the optional sport seats are 
perhaps the most comfortable I’ve sat 
in because support everywhere felt just 
right. The optional ($400) walnut wood 
inlays added a classy touch to the doors 
but left out the dash panel. Wood on the 
dash to match the doors would easily 
add $3,000 in perceived value. 

Driving the A5 with the base 211 
horsepower 2.0L turbo 4-cylinder and 
6-speed stick was a pleasure. With 
AWD joining the party, this Audi 
always felt confident when pushed 
hard in the curves, even on wet roads. 
It’s manual shifter was a smooth 
snick-snick affair and the clutch was 
light enough so that most drivers 
should slog through stop-’n-go traffic 
without complaint. Acceleration felt 
brisk and should please most drivers.

Both Audis can show instant mpg 
numbers. This A5 with stick can run 
in the 35–38 mpg range cruising at 65 
with cruise control.

Audi’s TT-S is EPA-rated at 21-
city, 29-highway mpg. Its sticker came 
to $52,845 including destination and 
options. The A5 2.0 with stick shift 
is EPA-rated at 22-city, 30-highway 
mpg, and came to $45,150 including 
destination and options. The TT and 
A5 are available with engines besides 
those described here, so visit www.
audi.com for details.

For genuine driving satisfaction, 
stylish looks and the added security 
of AWD, it’s hard to beat these two 
from Audi. And that TT-S is now on 
my short list of all time faves.

2010 Audi TT-S and A5 2.0 Quattro

Ahhh... the sublime joy
of driving. Fast.

Mike Cooney is a lifelong auto enthusiast living and 
writing in Southern California. Comments are welcome at 
Michael@GlobalBrand.com.
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Audi A5 2.0 Quattro
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